'THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION*
of hand-loom weavers accustomed to a lower standard of
living and prepared to work at inferior rates of remunera-
tion. In order to eke out their scanty resources the weavers
put their children at an early age to weaving, thus involving
them in the meshes of the same remorseless destiny in which
they were themselves inextricably entangled.
The fate which befell the hand-loom weavers overtook also
the wool-combers, who had formerly held the whiphand over
their employers since their numbers were limited, their work
demanded great skill, and they were not tied to one particular
locality. Nevertheless they did not succumb without strenuous
resistance. The most famous strike in their history broke out in
1825 and lasted five months. After its failure their condition
underwent a rapid deterioration. Their sufferings were in-
tense, they worked long hours in an over-heated atmosphere,
and their toil was now \vretchediy remunerated. The con-
sciousness of their weakness constrained the hand-combers to
adopt a humbler tone, which was in striking contrast with their
proud and defiant attitude in the eighteenth century. In 1840
their union issued a statement which declared: 'Our lives have
become miserable. We are compelled to work fourteen to six-
teen hours per day, and with all this sweat and toil we are not
able to procure sufficient of the necessaries of life wherewith to
subsist on.5 The hand-combers had clung to the conviction
that Cartwright's machine would never prove workable, but
the improvements made by a succession of inventors gave the
death-blow to their fond anticipations. The only result of
the ruinous contest of 1825 was to stimulate the introduction
of machinery, which every day was increasing in its technical
efficiency.
We have described the effects produced by the inventions
upon the fortunes of the workers. The nature of the changes
which took place in the structure of industry will be
examined in a later chapter.1
The alterations brought about by the 'Industrial Revolu-
1 Chapter Twelve.
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